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ouder. in which Measrs, ASHMUN, ROOT, VAN

It resulted in a decision of the CHAIR that the proceedings
sinbe Mr. Boxnzx’s motion had been in order,
From this decision Mr. ROOT 100k an eppeal, and the de-

Mr. GREEN moved to amend it 80 as to require that afior
the Governor bad returned u bill with his objections it should
not become o law unless a majority of both branches of the

poss it.
r. G.

welo power. It was admitted by the
s hi]rmrvatiu power ; yet they,
tism and the opposers of all

to strike it out of existence. Here was a con on he did
not understand. Was it not a conservative power merely !
Could the veto enable the Governor to pass any law* Not
atall. It was only a negative power ai best, It only sus-
law till the Legislatare had had time more mat

t consider it. It was s power 1o be exercised for the bene
of the people. Mr. G. believed that the world was governed
too much : there ought to be some conservative power to slay
the action of o w.rhulmlm ;Fﬂu body.

sure, in theory, moul

l.nr:;' that it might often

Whigs themsélves to be
thn?:muh of conserva-
mocracy, now sought

Council—the Council had in fuct a veto on the Chamber,
The mere Re tatives were not (o have the power of final
action, but Council bad a stay opon their action. Mr.
G. thought it would be sufficient to allow the Governor to re-
turn a law and let his objections to it be spread at upon
the journal ; and then if a clear majority of both atill
insi on its let it become o law.

Mr.

ment,

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, moved an amendment to the
amendment to strike out all that of the amendment
which invests the Governor of Territory with the veto

power.
His object, he said, was to deprive the Governor of Oregon | "4

of all veto power whatevet. This proposition to confer the

try at i y as much e8 any other; and which,
in his bumble judgment, was far above any other ; for, in the
history of the last

believed it was the opinion of a vast majority of the people of
this country, that if the framers of the constitution could have
anticipated the terrible difficulties which had been brought
sbout by the exercise of the veto power during the last fifleen
or t years—a conservative power as it had

been , but an odious and tyrannical power as it had
now come to be—they never w have inserted it in that
instrument.  Its exercise during the period of which he had
spoken, he believed it was generally admitted by gentlemen
‘of all political patties, had proved conclusively that the exer-
cise of this power was direcled by the political prejudices and
feelings of the President, and not with a just regard to the in-
terests of the people of the United States. He would never
extend it to any subordinate officer ; he would leave no means
by which the wishes of the Legishture could be defeated. He
would prohibit. the Governor in direct terms from the use of this
pewer, il necessary, or he would strike out all that part of the
g el o bRy ¢ smng
in the world. ex of co n it
to be u b’ Look at the ?nubls:hwhln :e Govlmors
had no sach power ; in Virginis, ware, Maryland, an
Obio, a Sutemich had become the miracle of the world al-
most, for her growth, prosperity, population, and glory, and
where the Governor has no such 3

The amendment to the ment was rejected.

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved an amendment
to the amendment to require a vote of two thirds instead of a
mljnrilgnof each House to pass bills into laws after the veto
of the Governor.

The vote of two-thirds was required in the States, and he
did not wish to see a departure in this case from the establish-
ed principle. If a bill could be passed after the veto by the
same majority that passed it originally, the veto power became
of no and he would ratlier see it stricken out entirely.

Mr. COLLAMER said the gentleman was in error.  Ina
number of the Statesa majority of both Houses of the Legis-
latore did pass bills over the vote of the Governor.

Mr. THOMPSON replied, if that was the case even among
the States, he would not give a fig for the veto power. It
should require a vote of two-thirds to pass laws afier the veto,

or the veto w-huldh--u:l:nmawhm
Mr. desired to ask tleman from Missi
one 'Didholhinklhﬂ':'h:vm w

to
Congress was insufficient to control the torial legisintion?
Mr. THOMPSON'S reply was not heard. His five min-
utes having expired, his amendment wWas rejected.
Mr. SCHENCK, ona pro forma amendment, intimated
h':dlglmmm against the l.m'nd::i of Mr. Bxirs,
is objections to conferring the qualified veto power upon
theterritorial Governor.  That’ o&n« possessed o such

power in Ohio.

Mr. GREEN inquired what was the public debt of Ohio *
~ Mr. SUHENCK stated the amount, snd said she paid her
mnterest

Mr, OREEN ‘wae understood to my the (axes imposd
upon her citizens were three Times those in Missouri.
Mr. SCHENCK 1 the gentl
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vileges of fresmen, What :.ll ':::d enouih htlmouunhu-
seits ho was of opinion enoug regon.
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, made & suggestion which was

not heard ol the 's desk.
M CONGER
I

o :;‘inmlim of the words

nf r the w *“ twenty-one yoard."
Mr, JOHNSON, of Tennessee, inquired why Indians
lhaulé not vole us well as negroes !

Mr. VINTON moved to strike out the word  free”’ and
leave the word ** white,” s0 that the section would read
** every white male inhabitant above the age of twenty-one
years,” &c. He did not mean to allow the section to stand
30 as to convey the idea that a while man could be a slave

where or by any implication.
m;lr. HoLA,;'B a’dﬂl the gentleman from Ohio what he
meant by * white inhabitant.” He wished the genteman to
define the of the term.
Mr. VINTON supposed the gentleman from Maryland un-
dersiood what a white man was as well as he knew himself.
If the gentleman from Maryland knew what he was himself,
he knew what a white man was.
Mr. McLANE begged the gentleman from Ohio to ace
his assurance that he had asked the question in good faith.
e ot s s g
of the question if the eman from Ohio did not, for
P::: knnnqb many that the laws of Maryland and the laws
of Ohio differed malerially on that subject,
The amendment of Mr. Vixrox 1o strike out the word
¢ free” was then sgreed to, 64 in the affirmative and 63 in
the negalive. ;
‘Phe question then recurred on Mr. Pavrazy's motion to
strike out ** white,” and he intimated that if it were agreed to
he should move o insert ** except Indians not taxed.”

After some conversation, in which Mr. PALFREY, Mr.
McCLERNAND, Mr, TUCK, and others took part, the
amendment was rejecied. g

Mr. McLANE sgain asked the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
Vintox) how he was to Jefine the term ¢ white inhabitant?”’
He understood that the Legislature of Ohio had enacted that

a person was white who had more than a certain quantity of
white blood,

Mr. ROOT explained that & person blacker than a mulatto
did not come in the legislative enactment which allowed

such certain privileges. This bad been uo decided by
their Bu Court.

Mr. m"NE inquired if it did not go farther and fix the
amolint of black blood? :
Mr.. ROOT replied in the negative. He said that it only
uired that a person sheuld not be blacker than a mulatto to
entitle him to certain privileges. There were many who emi-
grated ﬁ-omlhaEL.nmm States to Ohio that came there very

ly colored. ter. i

M‘LI;! McLANE[ m"lghhe a.mdamoul the courts of Ohio to
have ruled that any man in whom the white blood predomi-
nated over the negro blood was a white man ; therefore the
child of a mulatto slave might easily find himseif a qualified
voter in Oregon, if Ohio ‘law should govern the discretion of
a judge of election, and from the decision of a judge of elec-
tion there would be no appeal. This case t arise whether
the 12th section was stricken out or not. proper desig-
nation should be every citizen of the United Btates inhabiting
the Territory of Oregon, or else a limitation und qualification
of the term ** white" should be inl;«luud, to ha:md the .u:&l-

mating principles of Obio law. It ought to be seven-eighths
ﬁwuu bl;mdatlmn. and not the Ohio principle of a mite,
viz. over half of white blood to constitute a white man.
those,” and inserting, **above the age of twenly-one years,
and.” This
ing office to citizens of the United States and those who shall
have declared on oath their intention to become such, &e.
Agreed to. :
Mr. GIDDINGS moved to amend so as to make the quali-
fication the ability to read and write.

Mr. STARKWEATHER. Read what? French, Dutch,

Mr. VINTON moved to' smend by striking out * and |

1

- rather o steadily on the clouds
when he penned this amendment. He wanted to get 1id of
this slavery question. Mr. R. would belp him. He would
take a course that should gentlomen to make? their
marks about it. But he wished the amendment to contain
ounly slavery, and leave involuntary servitude alone.

'%hs question on Mr, Roor's amendment to the amendment
being put, it was rejected.

'x{a guestion recurring on Mr. Cons’s amendment—
Mr. COBB said he was quite serious in ng it

said he did not want to make any argument, even if there
were time, in the five minutes allowed by the rule. But this
amendment came from the country of the *‘ Alabama plat-
form""—from those who claimed that Congress had no power
to legislate forthe Territories on the subject of slavery.

Mr. COBB said he would like to have five minutes to ex-
plain the Alabama platform.

Mr. SCHENCK said he could not yield the floor. But
he was not going to k two minutes; and then he would
yield the remainder of his five minutes to the gentleman from
Alsbama, if he wished to occupy the time,

All thathe (Mr, Beasxox) Ilrouﬂldadldwp.t’od to ﬂ’:ll m&t:ilz
to the inconsistency of those w 0 s new U
doctrine, that Congress could not legislate on the subject of
slavery for the Territories—who claimed that the ordinance of
1787, the Missouri comn| ise, and all other such legislation
since the beginning the Government, was unconstitu-
tional !

They professed to hold this doctrine, and yet would vote for
a ** compromise law,” or an amendment like this, thereby un-
dertaking to control the action of the territorial legislature, in
which they declare ell the power exists. :

Now, he would not make any argument, as he had said,
hutitl.m would state his views in the shape of a proposition,
s thus :

When Congress establishes a legislature for a Territory, and
prohibits it from legislating on the subject of slavery, fhai
prohibition by Congress is ilself on the subj

Or the proposition might be varied in language, stated

us :

Congress declares by law that the Territorial Legislature,
to which it has delegated its power of legislation on other sub-
jects, shall not touch the given subject of slavery. Such a
law itselfis a control of thal subject.

If these propositions were not sound and true—good logic
and good sense—then be was much mistaken. He would
like, therefore, 10 hear some of the friends of that sort of com-
promise try to explain their inconsistency, or try to escape
from the force of hisobjection. He would give up the remain-
der of his time for such explanation t0 any gentleman who
thought he was wrong. Perhaps the honorable gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. Conn) would now take the opportunity
to explain that Alabama platform.

Mr. COBB said all he had wanted the floor for was to say
that he did not think it worth while to reply.

The amendment of Mr. Conp was rejected.

Mr. MILLER moved to smend by sdding after the word
“laws" the words ** noti istent with the constitution and
laws of the United Btates.” The first clause of this section
(Mr. M. said) gave the Territorial Legislature unlimited
| power of legislation, without ahy regard to the legislation of
Congress, past or future ; yet there might be laws of the
United States which came in conflict with the Territarial laws

provision gives the right of suffrage’and of hold- passed by such

Mr. BTANTOE moved to amend the amendment by ad-
ding, “*or to pass laws on the subject of slavery.”

Mr. 8, observed that the gentleman from Ohio had said
| that for Congress to pass a law prohibiting the Territorial Le-
gislatures from prohibiting slavery was itself legislating on
slavery. The same objection would apply to the amendment

or English ?

Mr. GIDDINGS was not willing to impose on courts and
juries the necessity to inquire into the complexion of a per-
son's ekin. He wished intelligence and virtue to be the test
of a person's fitness to participate in the government, He
was not willing that, in this period of the nineteenth century,
they should set in judgment on the color of a voter’s skin.
The complexion was no evidence of virtue and intelligence.

After some conversation—

Mr. GIDDINGS withdrew his amendment. .

Mr. VINTON moved to strike out the words ** for six
months,"” in that portion which prescribed the gualification of
a person to vote who is connected with the army or navy.
He said he saw no reason why an officer on a station for six
months, or any other length of time, should vote for or hold
nffice under the Territorial Government, if his domicil was not
there. Agreed to.

Mr. MULLIN moved to strike out *“or hold office,” in the
same provision.

After some conversation, and a modification by Mr. ROOT,
which Mr. MULLIN accepted, the amendment was agreed to.

Mr. BOYDEN moved to amend by striking out ** residence,
habitation, and home,” and insert * domicil.” The framers
of the bill seemed tg consider domicil, habitation, and home
as all different, Domicil was a legal term whose significa-
tion was well defined. The amendment was adopted.

Mr. GREEN moved further to amend the section by strik-
ing out all that of it which declared that the qualifications
of voters should be prescribed by the Assembly. C
were now engaged in making for the people of this Territory
an organic law ; it wounld be to them what a constitution was
to & State, and he thought that the qualifications of voters
was a matier that ought not to be left to the varying compo-
sition of a Territorial Legislature. All constitutions made
the qualifications of voters a fixed and stable thing. He
thought it ought to be more permanent and stable than it
would be if left to the changes which party was often liable to
Fodum. In the face of a popular sssembly, when the

itory passed into the form of a State, the people would fix
the of the franchise 1o suit themselves ; but till then
he thought it ought to be more permanent and fixed than it
was likely to be if sobjected to the transient and fluctuating
position of a legislative He also moved to strike
out ** for the first election,” insert ** for all elections.”

Mr. RgOT suggested to add ** after the first year.” He
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thought that, as some discretion would
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should | of which they should increase. That was the

| 12th sections, st the suggestion

| Mr. GRINNELL moved a’new section, to come in betwoen
remedy | the 11th and 12th "
{ streams in the Territory in which sasimon are found ehall not

| void
| ing grants of land, or otherwise affecting or incumbering the
| titles of lands therein.

just proposed. For Congress to say that a Territorial Legisla-
ture should not laws inconsistent with the laws and con-
Im‘wlian of the United States was itsell unconstitutional.
| The amendment of Mr. MiLLer was agreed to.
| Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, moved to extend the clause which
| declared laws inconsistent with the constitution to be null and
| void, by adding the words, *“or laws inconsistent with this
| net.” Agreed to.
| On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, in the clause *“all
| laws shall be equal and uniform,” the word **laws” was
| stricken out, and the word ** taxes " inserted in its place.
| Mr. BOYDEN moved to strike out the whole proviso to
| the sixth section of the bill. [The proviso prohibits the Le-
! gislature from banks, borrowiing money, &c.]
| Mr. B. said he knew that Congress reserved to itself & veto
| on oll laws passed by the Territorisl Legislature. Now, it
| was . manifest that a Legislaure might do very improperly
| some of the things here prohilited : but there might be cases
| where some of them would be very proper. Would it not be
| better to leave the Legislature untrammelled, seeing that all
its errors could be revised and corrected bere 7 There was
| no need of declaring that they should mot charter a bank.
| Mr. B. never would consent to any such prohibition. He
| denied the doctrine that a State had no constitational power
| to charter a bank.
| [A voice : “But this is a Territory, not a State.”]

He knew it was a Territory, bul it was to become a Stale.
| This law was intended to lay the corner-stone of a State con-
| stitution.  And this prohibition was intended to
| all that modern humbug about & State’s haviog no power to
| charter a bank or to borrow money. This, he supposed, was

Btate rights doctrine ! He was against it. He was for put-
I ting this infant State on the right track, while it was yet in
lits pupilage. 'Butif Congress passed these prohibitions here,
{ his word for it the same thing would be incorporated in the
State constitution, and no doubt it was #o intended. What
was it infor? It was to mid the veto power ; they were
afraid the State might do as Congress did sometimes.

The amendment was rej g

Mr. BIRDSALL wanted to madify the 6th soction by in-
serting & clause similar to one in the copstitution of lowa,
which he read. Bot it was ruled out of order.

Several verbal amendments were moved and agreed tlo.

Mr. M. HAMPTON moved to add to the claase prohibiting
officers of the United States Government from being members
of the Territorial Legislature the words ** except postmas-
ters.””  Agreed 1o,

Mr. BOYDEN moved to add, after the same clause, * that
these restrictions shall not apply to the first Legislative As-
sembly.” Mr. B. said the'e to be great unwilling-
ness to trust the Territorial Assembly to enjoy any
office which they should themselves create or the emolument
i i doetrine

rejected.
Veorbal amendments were also made te the 10th, 1

ith, and
of various gentlemen.

soctions, providing that the rivers and

roed .
Mr. VINTON moved an amendment dec
all the laws heretofore passed in the said T\

null and
mak-

The clause as it now stood, be snid, gave va to all the
inws which had been passed in that Territory. might
have made—bhe believed the fact was that they
to

Mr. BCHENUK proposed 8 pro forma amendment. He | place

virtue in that compromise, it extended as well to Oregon as to
Iowa, He bad no doubt whatever that in the case of Oregon
us in lows, under the smendment he proposed, the T
would be free territory, and the Btate o be formed from
would also be u free . mmummmﬁ
of testing the question whether professed
mocrals were willing to stand uvpon
which the Democratic party stood while Mr. V
President, and to which it had since adbered.
ined that clause which

ment and the
laws in force in Oregon, which had been enscted by the
ve the same right to the

Provﬂami government there, snd
Tetritorial Legislature to alter, i
contained in the lowa bill. i

this section on precisely the same principles ss the 13th
section in the lowa bill, It carried out the great of
freedom—the right of man for self government ; and he did

not #ee how his Northern {riends who had * free terrilory " so
constantly on their lips should lLesitate to unite with on |
grounds which liad once received the approval of Mr. Van
Buren himself.

Mr. SMITH, of Ind. inquired whether slavery was not
hibited in the Territory of lowa by the Missouri compromise ’
Mr. BIRDSALL replied, no more than in Wisconsin or

in Oregon.
Mr. Sl;ll'!’H askod if Oregon was & part of the Louisiana

Mr. BIRDSALL' replied there was no question but our
best title to Oregon was acquired by the Louisiana purchase.

The amendment of Mr, Birvsart was lost.

Mr. BAWYER moved to strike out all that part of the sec-
tion which extends the rights, privileges, and sdvantages, and
the conditions, restrictions, and prohibitions of the ordinance
of 1787 to the Territory of Oregon.

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, offered a proviso to the sec-
tion, which was not agreed to. Its precise object was not un-
derstood. He also offered s verbal amendment, which was
agreed to.

Mr, PALFREY moved an amendment to the provision
which extends the laws of the United Siates, so far as they
are applicable, over the terrifory, to uuF the 3J and 4th sec-
tions of the act approved the 3d day of February, 1793, pro-
viding for the recapture of fugitives from labor and service.
He begged the commitiee to give a moment's consideration lo
this amendment. The laws provide that, when a man has a
controversy with his neighbor of the value of tweuty dollars,
be shall have a trial by & jury of his peers; but his liberty,
which is of infinitely greater value, was not always so passed
upon. The law which he wished to except said nothing of
white or black ; buy, if it did, it would not alter the principle.
He did not look to slaves merely. The law referred to all per-
sons beld to labor and service. It applied to indentured ap-
prentices as well as African slaves ; and were they willing
that it should extend to persons in that capacity ! Men in a
new community like that do not know one another. A stran-
ger may come smongst them, white or black ; whether asluve,
u free white man, or an apprentice, is not known ; but these
laws enable a person to come from a distant part of the coun-
try and clsim him. Tbe character of the person making the
claim may not be known to those who even do not know each
other ; and he entreated the committee to consider if they
would put such persons in such a position ? He bad not much
expectation that his amendment would pass, and yet he could
see no resson why it should not have the support of every man,
whether from the North or South. He bad ngt asked for the
repeal of the law, but he asked that it might not operate in
that distant Territory, where there may be danger of its caus-
ing cruel wrongs. e amendment was rejected.

Mr. HILLIARD submitted a proviso to be added to the
section providing that nothing therein contained shall be so
construed as to prevent a citizen of any of the States going
there and taking with him his property of every description.
On this amendment he spoke during his five minutes, and ex-
pressed the opinion that the in Oregon ought not to
have power over the ity of the citizens of the States. It
would be monstrous if persons who do not own a single acre
of land there should have the right to decide on the property
of those who might desire to go there. . It was only necessary
to raise a question of that kind to make its absurdity apparent.
He hoped his amendment would prevail. It was inoffensive
in its terms, but it was intended to reach its object.

Mr. CHASE moved to amend the amendment of the gen-
tieman from Alabama by adding the following :

“ Provided, That nothing herein ined shall be consid.
ered us an assumption of the power, upon the part of the Con-
gress of the United States, to interfere with the estublishment
of slavery in said Territory ; or as authorizing the inhabitants

If the citizens of the States in which it exists are satisfied wilh |
it, let them be so. “We will not disturb them in their enjo
ment. But we do not want it to prevail in countr
where we have a proprietorship.  We know that it paralyzes
the prosperity and retards the advancement of the land and
the community that are subjected 1o its influences. T
Territories are our common heritage, our joint property wi
you. We want them to r and grow, and we are u
willing to subject them to that which will weigh down an
prevent their y and growth. I might enforee this
reference to the difference between slave and free States

in this Union.  But I forbear. I do not desire to indulge in
any invidious com ns,

But, sir, regarding this as a political question purely, or oné,
if you will, of political power, there is a thing connected with
slavery to which we carnot and will not be blind. It is the ad-
vantage in faderal representation which it gives. This mug
we do know in the free States, if we know nothing else : that
a man at the South with his hundred slaves counts sixty-ope
in the weight of influence and power vpon this floor, while
the man at the North with his hundred farms counts but one.
Sir, we want no more of that; and, with the help of God |
and our own firm purpose, we will have no more ofit. There-
fore, above all, it is that we want no more slave territory.
That is a sufficient and conclusive reason, if there were no
other ; and it might as well be distinctly understood first as
Jast. I am for no Missouri compromise, nor for com 2
on this subjeet of any character. I want the principles of the
great ordinance of 1787, prohibiting sluvery, extended over all
the territory owned or acquired by us. I would to God there
had been no such acquisition. I have opposed, in all my
here, from the beginning, every scheme of annexation and
forma of territorial conquest and extension ; but when by the
greater power of others such acquisition comes, [ sm Ltﬂb
mined that with my vote there never shall come with it any
thing but free and equal institutions.

Let gentlemen understand us, sir. 'We would not inter-
fere with this institation where it exists by lodal law ; but we
want, no more of it. Weare not, therefore, abolitionists.
We abide by the constitution. But we would curse no more
land ; ‘we will not willingly submit to any more inequality of
righte, This, T undertake to say, is Northern sentiment—
may I not say free American sentiment ? Right or wrong, it
is in our minds. It is in our hesrts. You will find it
bard ever to make us give it up.

8ir, shall I illustrate to show that we understand this mat-
ter. There is the district of the honorable geotleman from
South Carolins, who would amend so as to extend slavery
into Oregon. [ have not consulted the census Lo see how it
may be in his particular case: but he probably represents
some five or six, or eight thousand voters. Now there are
about eighteen thousand voters in my district—eighteen thou-

ugh | sury, for the construetion of light-houses at Cupe Di-;":inh

a8 he may deem expedient, aud uay appoint, by and w ith the
udlvice and consent :: the ;-ml.e. o to l‘ﬂ", th ereat.

See, 23, .And be it further enacted, That the eollector
suid distriat shall be allowed @ compensation of one thousand
dollars per annum, and the fees sllowed by law ; and the com-
pensation of uny surveyor appointed in pursusnee, of this ast
shall not exceed five hundug dollars per annum, ine'u in
said sum the fees allowed by law, and the amoant collected by

any of suid survesors for fces ia any one year exceeding the
sum of five hundred dollars shall aceounted fw'l:‘rl"m
into the Treasury of the United States,

See. 34, Jnd be it further enacted, That the revenue laws
of the United States be uud are hereby extended over the Ter-
nus)r_f of Ol::ignn,

ec, 5. JAud be it further enacted, That the sum of ten
thousand dollars be anil the same is hereby appropriated, out

of any moneys in the Treasury uot otherwise appropriated, to
be expended under the .r..mfi.. of u;; Se\".ﬂzlary u&P the Trea-

ment und New Dungioess ; and for the construction e
ehoring of the requisitc number of buoys, to indieate the chan=
nels at the mouth of the Columbia river, and the approaches
to the harbor of Astoria, the ssid buoys to be placed and sn=
ehored under the direction of such person as the Seeretary of
the Treasury shall appoint,

'l‘hs amendments were opposed by Mr, FICKLIN and

10,

. Alter several other smendments offered ard rejected, the
main question was ordered on the engrossment of the bill 5
pending which, the House adjourped.

WepNEsDAY, AvucusT 2, 1848,

On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, the House resumed
the consideration of the bill to establish the Territorial Gow-
ernment of Oregon, and the amendments thereto reported by
the Committee of the Whole, on which the previous question
bad been seconded and the main guestion ordered.

The question being on agreeing to the said amendments,
they were severally read and agreed to without division, ex-
cept the two following, on which separate votes were taken,
Vig :

On concurring with the Committee of the Whole in stri-
king out in the 2d section the words ** and shall approve of
all laws by the Legislative Assembly before they shall
take effect.” ("I'he effect of this amendment is to deprive the
governor of the power of approval or disapproval of the laws
passed by the Legislature.)

The vote on agreeing to this amendment resulled ;

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Batrinﬁ:r,
Binghum, Birdmll, Blnchard, Bots, Boyden, Brady, But-
ler, Canby, Cathcart, Chapman, Chase, Clapp, Beverly. L
Clark, Cocke, Collamer, Collins, Conger, Cranston, Cri
Crowell,” Crozier, Cummins, Darling, Dickey, Dixon, Duer,
Daniel bunnn, Garnett Duncan, Eckert, Edwards,
Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher,

sand free white male adull citizens. These eighteen thousand
freemen have one voice and one vote; I woulld it were an”
able one—on this floor. The five thousand or eight thousand
in South Carolina have the same. On bill or resolution,
or other subject of legislation here, the thousand in
Ohio can say aye or no—once and no more—while one-third
or one-half that number in South Carolina have also their aye*
orno, We do not complain of this. T wish it were not so.
But so it was arranged, so agreed that it should be, by our
fathers when they framed the constitution ; and we will hold
by that agreement in all good faith, and submit te it as part
of the price paid for this Union. Bat let there be no more
slave territory, to make more slave States, to give us more of
thie slave representation and inequality of weight in the coun-
cils of the nation. --
Gentlemen say that, when the peopleof these new Territories
come to form State constitutions, they will have the power to
eslablish slavery or excludeit at their Well, sir, [ am
one that does not deny that power. admit that they may
establish slavery fur themselves then, when they come to make
their own organic and municipal laws; when they advance
beyond their state of political pupilage and set up for them-
selves as of full age. But that is only another resson for in-
sisting on the exclusion of slavery now; when we have the
power and the right to legislate for such temitory, and when it
18 our duty to do it wisely. I do not stop to argue that newly-
discovered and strange doclrine that has no such
power of legislation for the territories. It is rather late in our
history, and in the history of all legislation on thissubject, for
that modern absurdity to take much hold on the public mind.
But I say, make free territory, and then we shall have free
States made out of that territory, Exclude slavery while the
territory and the people are under our jurisdiction, and then,
when they are prepared to make their constitution and spply
for admission into the Union, they will continue that exclu- |

thereof, having the right to vote by the provisions of this bill,

1o estublish or prohibit slavery previous to an application for

tshc ad::liuinn of mid Territory into the Union as a sovereign I
tate.’

The amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. WOODWARD submitted a pro farma motion that he |
might make some observations in opposition to the right to
legislate on the subject of slavery in the Territories. |

Mr. TUCK moved to amend the amendment by striking
out the words * with their slaves and other property, and
holding the same therein.”

Mer. Tvex’s amendment was rejected. ’ |

Mr. VAN DYKE moved to insert the words ** with the
exception of slaves.” In su of his amendment he spoke
through his allotted time, insisted that Oregon should re-
main free territory.  He ssked Southern gentlemen why they
wao ist in putting themselves in a wrong position on
this subject ? He said the Oregon Territory belonged to this
Union when the Missouri compromise was adopted, and its

sion themselves. Give them the experience of free institu-
tions, and that will be our best assurance that, when they have
the power, they will continue such institutions.

But while the subject opens before me, I find my time is
nearly gone. One common and specious reply to this pro-
test againstenrrying slavery into the Territories | must try,
however, to notice. It is said that extending slavery there
will not increase the federal representation based upon slave
property ; that there will be no more slaves in number, bul
they will only be spread out more thinly over greater space.

Flournoy, Freedley, French, Fulton, Gayle, Geutry, Gid-
dings. Cinln, Gor Greadls Sttt ﬁ.l&.;\;m Hall,
ol KT, e gl s Homplon,
" » i .
Hnulwnfn?l;hn‘;'.'ﬂwﬂﬂn, .Hubbui, Hudson,
R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, A. Johnson, John W.

Kennon, Thomas Butler King, D. P, hﬁhﬁm -

Lawrence, Sidn
ller, Morris,

ey Law Lineoln,
MoClevoand, Mclivaing, Marth; Marvit,

Mullin, Nelson, Newell, Outlaw, g Pendleton,
Polloek, Preston, Putnam, nolds, nson, Rockhill,
Juling Roekwell, John A. Rockwell, Roman, Rose, Root,

Humsey, St. John, Schenek, She Shirrill, Silvester,
SIiIIp:r{lud, Caleb B. Smith, Tmrlc,up‘:g'mhh, Stark weather,,
Stephens, Andrew Stewsrt, Chas. F. Stuart, 'l:lllmldg.
Tuylor, Thibedaux, Th , Jacob Thompson, Richard W.
Thompson, Tompkins, Teombs, Tuek, Turner, Van Dyke,
Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, White, Wilmot—1352,

NAYS—Messrs. Bayly, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Brod-
head, William G. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Buart, Franklin
Clark, W, R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Faran, Featherston, Ficklin,
Fries, Green, Hammons, Haralson, Harmanson, Flarris, Hen=
ley, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, lIverson, Jameson, Robert

. Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufman, La Sere, Li
Lovd, Lumpkin, Lynde, MeDowell, Mch’. McLane, Job
Mann, Meade, Nicoll, Peaslee, Petrie, Pettit, Phelps, Pils-
bury, Rhett, Richsrdson, Richey, Sawyer, Simpson, Sims,
Smart, Hobert Smith, Stanton, James P Robert A.
Thomp Williama Th , Thurston, Vevable, Wallace,
Wick, Wiley, Williams, Woodward—63. ;

The other amendment was on with the Committes
of the Whole in striking out that part of the 13th section
which extends the ordinance of 1787 over the Oregon Ter-
ritory, which is in the following words : ‘

# That the inhabitants of said Territory shal‘l‘db: enlitlegi::
enjoy all and singular the rights, privileges, and immun

Jo’ududluui‘:dtollm ‘hlenrt-i‘umri‘mq of the United
g::en northwest of the river Uhio, by the articles of compact
contained in the ordinanee for the government ol said territory,
on the thirteenth day of July, seventeen hundred and eighty-
seven ; [aud shall be subject to all the cond s, and restrie-,
tions, and prohibitious in said articles of compact imposed upon
the people of said territory, ] and.”

On agreeing to this amendment, the yeas and nays were
taken, and resulted as follows :

Y EAS—Messrs. Barrin!u.dﬂn 1y, Beale, Birdsall, Bocock,

Botts, Bowdon, Bowlin, W, G. Brown,
Albert G, Brown, Bart, Cabell, Chapuan, Chase Beverly L.
Clark, Clingman, Howell Cobb, liamson R. W.

If thaf were true, it'would not take away the objection ; that
by the creation of new slave States you give them still an ad- |
vantage in the Senate. But it is not true. Whenever you
open up new fields 1o be vecupied by slave labor and extend
its area over a wider you establish new markets for
slave property, and increase its value in the States where it
now exists ; and when you thus increase its value, you pro-
mote an increase of the number of slaves. Early marriages

freedom from slovery they claimed as a right, and also under
the Missouri compromise.
The smendment was agreed to—=65 to 58,

"Mr. 8, said - In the five ysars I have been here, Mr.
Chairman, I have never made & speech on the subject of sla-
very. I have given many voles and engaged in much legis-
lation upon the subject, from which my position as an advocate
for free institutions and free soil may be clearly inferred and
known,; but 1 bave never yet definitively presented my views
to the House. [ will do that now. Not fully, of course, in
these five minutes you allow me, but plainly, as far as | can
go. I have not heen able to get the floor for a more extended
argument, which | desired to make, but I will state briefly the
It is the ground, I believe, of all the

The amendment offered by the gentleman from Alabama
(Mr. Higvrann) affords o fair occasion for this. It is a di-
rect to establish slavery in the now free T of
Oregon. [ eall the sttention of the committee to that.
he only mmmm:urydihndb:?dhm
the right to earry his property to Oregon, 1 no objection.
Wmndeﬂmr'ﬁumihnmm The
citizen of u slave State might take his slaves there as s
and the only effect would have been that they w
become free. No such property is known in Oregon, and
trust there pever may be, nor any lawe there to
But when his friend, the gentleman South Carolina,

0 ax lo
provide for holding this when taken there, he made
it & more serious matter. It then became just what I have
said—a movement 1o establish slavery in that Territory.

ruch
their as well as mine, it
who think as I do.  But let all that pass, Al | mean 1o say
is, that we are not here to legislate upon questions of benevo-
lenee and charity, o 1o compare notes in order to see whase
philanthropy i broadest or most genaine. And I want gentle-
know that while 1-0 pleased, with

at North as aboii-
we do not under-
are yet questions
consequences
we in the free

10 these new terri- |
with you. That |

to them there as
Waiving all contro-
blacks themselves, and the
ease, we ecsnnot agree to it in |
rights ites, in justios to oumelves. |
For one, I Mﬁh&l&mhnﬂlmuum
slave I do not say that it is right .

#0 it is, in some of the |
the constitation |
That instrument, thank was in- |
Bt it exists in |

tories and 1o carry your ** property” there
is, you mean to carry your
slaves. But we cannot

5

prejudices |
is natural they should have that opinion of me, and of those | My,

smong them will be encouraged ; they will be cared for as 2
ma commadity, and the very advantage of this outlet
| for them will, by all the laws of population and subsistence,
| ndd to their number. It is 0 of men as it is of cattle or
other animale, or else all the political economists are mistaken.
For these reasons, then, and for more if I conld state them,
T am utterly and forever opposed to your earrying slavery into
any Territory where my vote can prevent it.

The question was then put on the amendment of the gentle-
| man from Ohio (10 insert **shall enjoy all rights, privileges,

immaunities,” &e.) and it was agreed to.

The question being put on the ded it
was agreed to.

Mr. PETTIT, after a
word ** resolved,” asked an extract from a speech of Gov.
McDowell, delivesed at Richmond, be real as his speech.

Mr. KAUFMAN raised a question of order. ‘The speech
was not germain to the ‘II'Jm.l.

Afier n brief conversation the amendment was ruled out of
order. Mr. Prrrir took an appeal, but the decision of the
Chair was sustained.

Mr. DUNCAN moved as a substitute for the amendment as
amended the following :

* And inasmuch as all of said territory lies north of 56° 30/,
mmlg‘::llﬂl the Missouri compromise line, and an & de-
parture the principles of that compromise re-
u“:liud in the annexstion d"l'gu. might “;:jw:.tm: uw
re affecti w t peace a rImon
Unio::,'l'nr lhe?! and n.b-; reasons it is hereby . that
slavery or involuntary servitude, exeept for crime, shall not
exist in snid Territory.”

Afier an atternpt by Mr. RUMSEY to amend, and by Mr.
COLLAMER 1o h?c the question divided, the iﬂz_‘
of Mr. Duscax was negatived.

Mr. BROWN, of M maved to insert after “ laws
of said Territory,” the w *or the constitution of the
United States,” 50 a8 to declare that persons coming into the
Territory should enjoy all the rights, privileges, and immuni-
ties secured by the of the Territory or by the constitution
of the United States.”

Mr. B. said that the people of the slave States had a con-
stitutional right to go into the Territory with their »
and to enjoy the ion of it there, and tho error of gen-
tlemen lay in maintaining that they had not. The gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. Scuxwex) had seid that the slave population
of tiie Southern Btates increased their number of d’&;

tives. The reverse was true. The z‘r&
Soathern States was diminished by two- in consequence
of the number of slaves in those States.  Did not the gentle-

man from Obio regard negroes as *“ people”—as ** popula-
tion **  How, then, could he tell that committee that their
It-rmm e was increased ' Tt ':l :M . Let all
counied, and they would have more Represcnt-
| atives by two-fiflths than they had now. .
JRISFIELD moved to strike out the 13th section as
amonded ; but it was negatived : Ayes 65, noes 94,

In the 16th section Mr. VINTON moved an amendment
limiting the sum to be received by the delegate of the Terri-
tory s mi for attendsnce during one session in C.
to $1,800, Unless some limit should be fixed, he would be
entitled under the existing law 1o no man knew how much ;

L as am

forma motion to strike out the | La

Cocke, Cristield, Crozier, Daniel, Garnett Duncan, Alexander
E Festherston, ¥icklin, o Fulon,
G:.-'unt:}, Goggin, Green, \MM. iﬁ?‘l‘lﬂ'ﬂﬁfﬁ
manson, Harris, Hmll.cmljﬁl}.ww:tlc E. Hnlnu,J
G«.T.- 8. Houston, Inge, - verson, Jame=
| son, Andrew Johnson, W. Jolinson, G W: Jones,
John W, Jones, Ksufman, Kennon, Thomas B King, La
Sere, Ligon, Lumpkin, Hc(:krmndi':cbuvdl. ¥y
MoLane, Miller, Outlaw, Pendleton, Is:, Pilsbury, Pres-
ton, Rhett, Richardson, Robinson, Roman, Sawyer, Shepperd,
i Thi Thomas, J

Si n, Sims, Stanton, St 5, bodsux, =
| eob Thompson, A. pson, Tompkins, Toombs,
Vennile, wdhnu. Wiek, Woodward—88§.

NAYS—Messrs, Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Biuﬁl}lﬂ. Blan-
ehrd, Brady, Butler, Canby, Catheart, Franklin Clark, Col-
lamer, Collins, Conger, Crowell, Cummins, Dur-

ling, » Dickinson, Dixon, Duer, Daniel Duncan, Dann,
B:Em. wards, Embree, Nathan Evans, Faran, %
Fisher, Freedley, Fries, Giddings, Gott, Gregory, Grinnefl,

Hale, Nathan K. Hall, Hammons, James G. Ham Moses

Hampton, Henley, H , Eliss B, Holmes, Joln W. Hous-
ton, Hubbard, mdm. unt, Joseph R. I Jeokins,
Kellogg, Daniel P, King, Lahm, William T. Lawrence, S
wrenee, Lincoln, i, Lyude, + MeCle
Mellvaine, Job Mann, Horuee Mann, Marvin, Mor-

ris, Mullin, Nelson, Newell, Nicoll, Penslee, Peck,
i P i Wiy T

Julius Rockwell, Jolm A. Rockwell, Rose, Root, Rumsey
St. Jobn, Schenck, Sherrill, Silvester, Sl Smart,
Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Truman Stark s

Andrew Stewart, Charles E. St &rahn.'l'nllm@u.
'l':ylr:r. James Thom , Richard *. Thompson, William
W.m » Tack, Van D*.thw‘w:h-
ren, Wentworth, White, Wiley, Williams, Wilmot—114.
8o the House refused to concur with the committee in stri-

“ﬂ'l!hm
smendments having all been acted on—

The bill was ordered 10 be engrossed, and being engrossed,
was read o third time, and, under the operation of the pre-
vious question, was passed by yeas and nays: Yeas 128,
nays 71.

e ——
THE DEAD SEA EXPEDITION. y

From private letters which have been shown to the editor
of the Boston Transcript, it appears that the Dead Bea ex-
ploring party have saccessfully snd satisfactorily completed
their task, and returned to Jerusalem, where they were on
the 19th of Msy. T'hey have sounded the sea in all its parts,
® the depth of six hundred feet, and found the bottom
crystallized salt. The pestilential effects attributed to the
waters turn out to be fabulous. Ducks were ween skimming
over the surface, and pariridges sbounded along the shore.
The party were upon the sea in their bosts or encamped om
its borders for some two months, and their resesrches and
estimates have been of the most thorough and interesting .
character, All were in excellent bealth and spirits, no sick-
ness or accident having occurred. By the Arabs they had
been roceived and uniformly treated with the utmost kindness
and attention. The Syrians consider ** the men of the Jor-
dan,” as they call thom, the gredtest heroes of the day. Lieo-
tenants Lewcn and Davx will visit, under the most favorable
circumstances, all the places made memorable in Seriptroe
history ; and we may expect from them s highly interesting

of their explorations of the Dead Sea and their adven-
tures in the Holy Land.

some maid §16,000,
Mr. COBB warmly opposed this amendment. He moved |

mﬁnl‘l receive no more than he should be entitled tof
" under existing lawe.  The law of mileage ought to be
revised ; but in the mean while no difference ought to be made
between the delegate from Oregon and any other.

ul;;.“' VINTON said members' mileage bad been restricted to |

L

Mr. COBB said it was true such a clause had been insert- i
od in the civil and diplomatic bill, but it was well known that |
the Bennte would strike it out.  He went for dispensing equal |
justioe 1o all. Let the delegate feel when he appeared hero |
that he stood on an equal footing with all the rest.

Mr, BRODHEAD moved to limit the sum to $2,500.

This was agreed to.

Tn the twentioth seotion Mr. HUNT said he had been di-
rected by the Committee of Commerce to move amendments, |
which he read, asfollows : !

“Bea, 21. JAnd be it further ena That all
harbors, shores, and ‘rale{ﬂ of the nel':nd,lhd d'lh'rlh.g::m' !
aforessid shall constitate  collection distriet 1o be called the |
distriet of Oregon ; m:‘puﬂol'omryhllhmn.
Astoria, negr the mouth of the Columbia river, and a sollcetor |
of customs shall be appointed by # President, by and with |
the advice and consent of the s 1o reside at such port of |

entry. |
See. 32, And be it enacted, That the President of the |
u.u-m;.-ﬁ-fmm -

Perhaps no better idea can be conveyed 1o the reader of the
fertility and capacity of the great Western Prairies, when ane-

this proposition | to strike it out, and to substitate for it & declaration that the der jtll“ti.ﬂl.ll cultivation, than the following extract of a let-

ter published in tho Toledo Blade. The letter is writton from.
the Wabash valley :

“1 viewod the 1,000.acre field of corn (on Wea Prairie)
of the I'l:on. H. L. Ellsworth, late Commissioner of
where thie year 60,000 bushels will probably be raised with-
out hoeing, simply hing the corn two or three times. |
may sdy, 100, that I sai 5,000 acres, all ndjoining.”

Corn is raised by eontract for four to six cents per buihel,
taking the field. Hoge are risod on clover, oats, and corn
snd it is not anfrequent to find farms with 1,600 of these

o

{ grunters.  On the Grand Prairie no less than 10,000 eattle,

trom one to four years, were feeding in different herds for the
Eastern ;rmtu; ono herdsman taking eare of two lo four

hundred for & compensation of ten cents per head per montt.

Diwrnussas ov ruz Revenwen Votowraens, —It is a mo-
lanchioly fact that many of the Volanteers who have just re-
turned from the war in Mexico are slready leit penniless
amongst us, while their bodily infirmities render them unfit
for the labor by which they formerly earned their daily bresd.
Some of them are at &
from the interior of




